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IT'S TIMETO JOIN!!
2026-2027 TAE SISTERHOOD
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Hello current and future sisters—We are so
excited for you to join us! Your member-
ship in Sisterhood lasts from July 1, 2026—
June 30, 2027. All members MUST fill out
a form every year to ensure we have your
most updated interests and information.
We will not be having the temple bill

you, so please make payment via check
(made out to TAE Sisterhood) or Zelle
milavetzcpa@gmail.com.

Please go to https://forms.gle/w)XjyxwiiX-
BUGAJTA to fill out your form online or use
this QR code.

If you have any questions
or if you need help completing
the form, please contact our ¥
Co-VPs of Membership, Bonnie [m]:
Ray at bonkenray@gmail.com
or Allyson Spielman at
allysonpspielman@gmail.com.

Sisterhood Is Here For You

If you or someone you know in
Sisterhood are healing from surgery or
dealing with an illness—or would simply like
to receive a caring call now-and-again—
please contact:

Nickie Dwork at
(805) 551-0629 OR
nickie1970@aol.com.

(805) 497-7101
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Sisterhood
Movie Group

We meet on the second Tuesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to discuss the
chosen movie(s) of the month.

Join us on Tuesday, July 14th
to discuss “Military Wives,” starring
Kristin Scott Thomas, Sharon Horgan &
Emma Lowndes

Join us on Tuesday, August 11th
to discuss “Adolescence;” starring
Stephen Graham, Owen Cooper &

Ashley Walters

Questions? Please contact: Barbara Peifer
at barbsgr88@aol.com / (805) 375-2436

Women’s Torah Study
Thursday mornings ~ 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon
If you are interested, please contact
Sharalynn Schulner at sharalynns@aol.com /
(805) 231-2338

CALENDAR
July

2,9,16,23,30 Women's Torah Study (10:30 am-12 pm)
13 Board Meeting
14 Movie Group
26 Kick-off Breakfast (see p. 2)

August
6, 13, 20,27 Women’s Torah Study (10:30 am-12 pm)

10 Board Meeting
11 Movie Group
16 WRJ Area Day Watch Party (see p. 2)
16 Meet & Greet (see p. 2)

For more information, contact Patti Zeman at
rpzeman@gmail.com / (805) 298-2027.
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Dear Sisters,

Just a brief introduction for those I have not had
the pleasure of meeting yet.

I grew up in Brooklyn, New York, earned my
bachelor’s degree from SUNY Albany, and later
received my master’s degree from Long Island
University. I trained as a marriage and family
therapist and maintained a private practice until our
move to California.

In 2021, I retired after serving for 35 years as
CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Ventura County.
I am the proud mother of two wonderful children.
My son, Josh, lives in Boulder, Colorado, and is a
physicist. My daughter, Lauren, and her husband,
Kevin, are both attorneys and live in Westwood with
their two amazing children, Liam (10) and Elena
(7). Liam and Elena have both enjoyed the Purim
Carnival over the years.

After retiring, I took up Mah Jongg and quickly
fell in love with the game. I also have a wonderful
lap dog named Tucker, and we enjoy getting our
steps in at the dog park several times a week.

Retirement also gave me the opportunity to
become more involved at the temple. Next year will
be my third year serving on the Board of Trustees,
and I also serve on the Finance Committee. Along
with Joni Berger, I helped create TAE Creates Magic
and TAE Creates Music. Most recently, I chaired
Denim & Diamonds.

I truly love being part of this wonderful orga-
nization and have made many meaningful friend-
ships along the way. Please feel free to reach out
with ideas, suggestions, or simply to say hello.
Together, I know we can make it an incredible year
for Sisterhood.

Lynne West

Check out our Sisterhood Facebook and Instagram
pages:

(https://www.facebook.com/TAESisterhood) and
https://www.instagram.com/taesisterhood/IG@
taesisterhood

And of course, take a look at our page on the TAE

website.
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Kick off the 2026-27 Sisterhood year with
a Bagel Breakfast and Brainstorming Session. This
is an opportunity for all Sisterhood members to
bring suggestions, thoughts about past and potential
future events, and have their voices heard to
creating an amazing year for all.

Sunday, July 26th
9AM-11 AM
Temple Adat Elohim Social Hall
RSVP your attendance by Monday,
July 20th to Diane Grossman
at Dianegrossman@me.com.

Watch Party at TAE!!
Sunday, August 16th at 10:00 AM-3:30 PM

Come and participate together for the WRJ Area
District Day via Zoom at a location to be deter-
mined. Or if you can’t come in person you can
register as an individual for $36. Speakers from

across the Pacific District will gather on Zoom to
learn, connect, and grow together. This inspiring
virtual day will be focused on the three pillars of
Women of Reform Judaism: Sisterhood, Spirituality
and Social Justice.

Please confirm attendance to Lynne West
Lwest@adatelohim.com

Mark Your Calendars!

Sisterhood Meet & Greet
Sunday, August 16th, 4:30 — 6:30 PM
Details to follow.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
JOINING A BOOK GROUP?
Our group meets on the third

Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
on Zoom.

If you are interested, please contact Barbara
: Peifer at barbsgr88@aol.com / (805) 375-2436.

.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Save the Date!

Holiday Boutique
Sunday, November 15th



https://www. facebook.com/TAESisterhood
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n a very special Shabbat held on Friday,
June 12, 2026—was the announcement of the
woman selected as our Woman of the Year.

To be considered for this honor, the nominee must:

Be a member in good standing and currently
active in Sisterhood

« Have a history with Sisterhood

« Have served above and beyond in the
positions she has held

» Have participated regularly in
Sisterhood activities

o Berespected in the temple
community as well as in
Sisterhood

o Bea good representative of
Sisterhood to the community
at large

The amazing woman we are
honoring meets these qualifications
and so much more.

Our honoree spent part of her
formative years as a Valley Girl,
but like so many of us moved west
and for decades has called Ventura County home. It is
here that she raised two very successtul children, who
in turn have given her many loving, wonderful and
high-achieving grandchildren.

She is a successful businesswoman working in
management and sales, and as a tireless organizer,
took on many administrative duties to assist her hus-
band in his growing business.

This very special woman, with her characteristic
high-energy, has been involved with several commu-

Joni B yﬁ/”

Ways and Means Vice President as well as Financial
Secretary. It is my honor to present to you the woman
who, as our President, “Zoomed” Sisterhood through
the Covid years ... our Woman of the Year—Joni
Berger!

Articles for Kol Isha may be sent to the editor, Patti Zeman,
by email (rpzeman@gmail.com) or call 805.298.2027 for
questions. The next Kol Isha will be the September/October
2026 issue. The deadline for submissions for that issue will be
August 20, 2026.

nity and civic groups and served on every board, in
every board position and chairmanship ... sometimes
multiple times.

She has devised new, creative, and profitable pro-
grams for these organizations and has been instru-
mental in raising many thousands of dollars for local
scholarships. She is a tireless advocate for women’s
rights and building young women’s confidence to
achieve their personal goals.

At Temple Adat Elohim, our honoree
has served on the Board of Directors
and organized Galas and fundraising
Auctions.
These are only a few of her out-
standing achievements.
In her relatively short time
in Sisterhood, our nominee has
chaired the Barnes and Noble Gift
Wrapping Fundraiser, spearheaded
Rosh Hashana Honey Sales and served
as Judaica Shop Treasurer. She has
worked on the Holiday Boutique
and Pop-Up Sale, and chaired or
co-chaired numerous Year- End

Luncheons.

She has held board positions as

Yy v 9

Congratulations, Joni, on achieving the TAE
Sisterhood “Woman of the Year” honor bestowed
upon you!

-

I*@—///;}’ E-Mail List Updates s

Please send all e-mail address changes and additions to
Patti Zeman at rpzeman@gmail.com or 805.298.2027. %
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Sisterhood Shabbat was beautiful and heartwarming,
along with a rush of emotions as my name was called to the
bimah to receive the 2025 Woman of the Year Award.

My heartfelt thanks to all of the previous Women of the
Year recipients for your support and nominating me for this
honor. To be recognized by such an extraordinary group of
women is truly humbling. Your support, encouragement,
and confidence in nominating me mean more to me than
I can express. Each of you has contributed to the strength
and spirit of Sisterhood, and I am honored to follow in your
footsteps and carry on the legacy you have helped create.

When I joined Sisterhood, Jay and I were not yet mem-
bers of the Temple. My role as a volunteer was limited to
serving on a committee. During that time, I met many of you
while wrapping presents at Barnes & Noble and attending
the many wonderful programs that allowed us to get to know
one another in comfortable and meaningful settings. Once
I realized this was a group of women I genuinely wanted
to spend time with, becoming more involved felt natural.
What began as volunteering gradually turned into leadership
opportunities, deeper friendships, and a stronger connection
to our Temple community.

Sisterhood has given me so much more than I ever
expected. It has provided friendship, support, laughter,
inspiration, and a sense of belonging. I am grateful for every
woman who has encouraged me, worked alongside me, and
shared in both the meaningful moments and the fun ones.

Receiving this award is especially meaningful because it
comes from a community that has become such an impor-
tant part of my life. I accept it with gratitude and humility,
knowing that the strength of Sisterhood comes from all of us
working together.

Thank you for your friendship, your support, and this
tremendous honor. I look forward to continuing our work
together and creating many more memories in the years
ahead.

—Joni Berger

SR
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TAE Sisterhosd

We have beautiful Tallitot
for purchase as you prepare

to celebrate your child’s or
grandchild’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Call Paula Kraft for an
appointment at (805) 341-7665.

Sisterhood’s

See’s Candies
Order All Year 'Round!

Let me be your personal shopper for all of
your See’s Candies gift-giving needs.
To place your order, call Myra Lee at
(805) 496-5234.

Tribute Cards

It is so nice to receive a card on your
birthday or a thoughtful note on your
anniversary. Sisterhood can make it easy for
you to recognize your friends in that special
way.

For $4, a card will be sent for you to
whomever you wish. A Goldengram costs $8.

We do all the work and you get all the credit.
What a deal!

A list of monthly birthdays and anniversaries
are e-mailed to you each month. Just send
us your requests. Our Tributes e-mail is

Tribute Cards Payment

Payments for Tribute Cards have changed. Please
send your check to:

Joni Berger 3648 Castano « Camarillo, CA 93010
(please indicate what your check is for)

OR

Zelle: milavetzcpa@gmail.com and please make
sure you put in the memo “For Tributes”

taetributes@gmail.com.

By sending a Tribute Uniongram, you

are making a contribution to the Youth,
Education and Special Projects (Y.E.S.) Fund
of Women of Reform Judaism.

Questions? Please contact Gertie at
gertiesanders@gmail.com / (805) 241-2972.

—Gertie Sanders
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Thank you to Judith Shapiro, Acceptance of TAE Sisterhood
Judy Grossmann, Myra Lee, Joni Berger & Woman of the Year—Joni Berger
Patti Zeman for a lovely luncheon!

Laura Bardfield (left) presenting a chanukiah to Elaine
Bercy (right), thanking her for a tremendous tenure as
P i Sisterhood president for the past two years.
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If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to any one of our board members.

2026-2027 TAE. Sisterhood Board

President: Lynne West (805) 795-9554 / Lwest@bbsvc.org
Executive Vice President: Diane Grossman (805) 660-2499 / dianegrossman@me.com

Membership Co-Vice Presidents: Bonnie Ray (818) 522-8044 / bonkenray@gmail.com

Allyson Spielman (818) 458-1199 / allysonpspielman@gmail.com
Program Vice President: Jane Parnes (650) 722-2352 / jparnes@amgen.com
Religion & Education Co-Vice Presidents: Laura Bardfield (805) 630-7001 / Lseasongood@me.com

Jill Marder-Meyer (818) 269-8693 / jill@pilateswlv.com

Ways & Means Co-Vice Presidents: Penny Greenblatt (818) 454-7995 / penny935@aol.com

Deb Satz (818) 219-0889 / debsatz@aol.com
Corresponding Secretary: Nickie Dwork (805) 551-0629 / nickiel970@aol.com
Recording Secretary: Shoshana Lewin Fischer (805) 402-4884 /

shoshana.lewin@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Diane Milavetz (818) 889-3317 / milavetzcpa@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joni Berger (805) 377-3576 / joniberger@icloud.com
Immediate Past President: Elaine Bercy (818) 458-1932 / cyberbercy@aol.com



