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MST #60: Its History and Legacy

Temple Adat Elohim 

Celebrates Our 

Czech Torah



Memorial Scrolls Trust



In the aftermath of World War II, 1800 
Czech scrolls were found.

Some were whole; others were in bits 
and pieces. 

1564 scrolls left Prague in February, 1964 and 
went to Kent House, Westminster Synagogue in 
London for repair.

Today, more than 1000 scrolls have new homes.



In October, 1968 

Temple Adat Elohim 

was given the honor 

of becoming the 

guardian for this 

Holocaust Torah and 

carrying on the 

tradition of reading 

from the Torah. 

Temple Adat 

DřŧŀńşϝƇ Íŧƃÿŀ ńƇ 

tattooed as #60 and it 

came from the small 

town of Rakovnik, 

Czechoslovakia. 



ÁÿŕŧƨŠńŕ θ 
Czechoslovakia 

This is our Tŧƃÿŀβ 

We learn from it, teach 

from it, read and pray 

from it, and have not 

let it sit idly by.   



The Schoolhouse was the first 
structure built, even before 
the cemetery.



Samson House

Built in 1782 for Cistercian 
monks to stay at while 
traveling to Prague, the 
house now has scenes of 
the life of Samson on the 
front walls.

Today it is a cafe.



The Synagogue 
In Rakovnik, Czechoslovakia



The Rakovnik Synagogue was 
initially built in 1763.  

It was later rebuilt in 1792,
1875 then again in 1917.



Between 1938 & 1941

The Jewish community of 

Rakovnik chose to share its 

synagogue building with the 

Hussite Church.

Saturdays, Shabbat Services

Sundays, Church Services



Outside... 

The Rakovnik  
Synagogue in 
2007 

Photo credit:       
Susan Lowe



The Old 

Schoolhouse 

and Synagogue





Outdoor Entrance

into the Synagogue
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ϚÍŀńƇ ńƇ ƏŀĢ ĸÿƏĢ ŧķ ƏŀĢ wŧƃĞί ńŠƏŧ ƩŀńĘŀ ƏŀĢ ƃńĸŀƏĢŧƔƇ Ƈŀÿřř ĢŠƏĢƃήϛPrayer Hand Washing Basin -
Netihilat Yedaim



These 

plaques

are in the 

corners of 

the 

sanctuary.







The sanctuary is now used as a concert hall, and the 
synagogue itself is owned by The Rabas Gallery.





Zdovny
The Jewish Ghetto 





Zdovny - The Ghetto 
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Xƃŧş :ÿŠƏŧƃ @ÿƨńĞ tŧŀŠϝƇ XÿşńřƯ



The Cantor and his extended families left for Jerusalem 3 
weeks before the invasion into Rakovnik.  





Jewish Population

In Rakovnik over 

the centuries; 

after the war, only

10 people returned 

to Rakovnik



Jews of Rakovnik



In 1942 prior 

to being 

deported, 

there were 

four 

generations 

of Poppers 

in Rakovnik . 

The Popper Family
Olga & Leopold, Zikmund & Irene, George, Lili & Irene

Zikmumd & Olga Bloch Popper              Granddaughter Lili



Irene & Leopold Popper



Dr. Leopold Drucker, Mrs. 
Jana Drucker and daughter 
}ÿƃƏÿβ }ÿƃƏÿ ÅƔƃƨńƨĢĞή

rÿŠ ϚçÿřƏĢƃϛ 9ŧŠĞń
Emil Efishl



Otilia & Markus Eva & Ervin & Peter

The Lederer Family 



Great Grandpa Leopold Lederer with Peter



Rabbi Simon Kohn Cantor 
David Kohn
Samuel Kohn



Walter and Leah in the backrow
Kamil, Trudi, Cantor David and his wife Teresa

Cantor David Kohn 
Family Photo

Taken in Rakovnik

Cantor David passed 
ÿƩÿƯ ńŠ ͥ͟͜͝ϝƇή  

The women all passed 
away in Terezin

Cantor David, Walter 
and Kamil left for Israel 
3 weeks before the 
invasion.

Kamil lived in Israel, 
had two daughters,  
Noa and

Walter and Trudi 
returned to Rakovnik



Cantor David & 
Teresa Kohn

Trudi & Leah KohnKamil & Zdeni Ascher Kohn



Uncle Edna Asher -
YĢƃƏƃƔĞĢ tŧŀŠϝƇ 9ƃŧƏŀĢƃ 
& Pablo Picasso taken 
sometime after the war. 





Frizie Loewy

And 

Camillia Frizlova
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The Rakovnik Jewish Cemetery

Burials from 1635 - 1979



Photo credit: 
Jitka Erbenová 



Chevra Kadisha 



Information found on the 
front entrance to the 
cemetery

Photo credit: 
Jitka Erbenová 
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